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The King’s Speech
The King’s Speech was directed by Tom Hooper and stars Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush and Helena Bonham Carter. The film is about King George the VI of England (Colin Firth) and his speech impediment he has. The film starts in 1925 when George (Bertie) is giving a speech at an event and it is being broadcast on the radio and cannot get through the speech because of his stammer. As the years go by he sees many different speech therapists that try and help him to no avail. His wife Elizabeth (Helena Bonham Carter) then finds Lionel Logue (Geoffrey Rush) to help him. Their friendship helps Bertie to be able to speak better. When Bertie’s father dies and his brother David becomes king, Bertie feels that David is not doing what a king should be doing. Especially since David is married to a divorced American. David soon abdicates the throne and Bertie becomes King George VI. Soon after Bertie assumes the throne England declares war on Germany, starting World War II. Now facing a country at war and a stammer Bertie delivers a speech on the radio with the help of Lionel and goes on to give radio addresses for the duration of the war.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I thought that the film was really good. What I liked the most was that it wasn’t about the war. It wasn’t even a lot about Bertie’s stammer, it was more about his relationship with Lionel and Elizabeth. Bertie feels that he is not worthy to be king and Lionel shows Bertie that he is. It is rated R and I don’t think that it is a correct rating. The only reason it is R is because of the one scene when Lionel sees that Bertie doesn’t stammer when he swears and tell him to say the “F” word. All of the actors were really good, although it was a little weird to see Helena Bonham Carter not as Bellatrix Lestrange and seeing her as the queen of England. Reading about Bertie and Elizabeth it seems that their relationship was portrayed fairly correctly. They both loved each other very much and his stammer hurt her as well. In the film you can see the plain in Elizabeth’s eyes at the beginning that when Bertie can’t deliver his speech she wants to be able to help him, but knows she can’t. That is why she wants to try a more unorthodox way of treating Bertie, by seeing Lionel. This is a biopic so all of the characters were real and since it was not that long ago (Queen Elizabeth II is shown as a little girl in the film), from reading it was quite accurate and all that might have been changed was just heightened for dramatic affect. What I thought was really great was that when the royal family is watching the coronation it was the real one that was filmed in 1936 and the Hitler footage was real as well. I think this helped bring in to perspective more that they were real people and it was only about 80 years ago. In the film Bertie talks about how he really has no power but the whole United Kingdom looks up to him during the war. The real King George while had little power helped the UK to be able to unite for the war. He gave numerous speeches over the radio during the war to help the county. All in all this was a great historical movie, it helps see the war a little differently, but most importantly it is about the relationships King George had with Elizabeth and Lionel. In the end Lionel was there for every speech King George had to give and helped him to be able to give the speech (in real life and the film). This shows that they were good friends. 
This ties to what we have discussed in class by how the nation states were at war with each other. Since at this time the king had relatively little power, parliament declared war on Germany. In feudalism the nobility were the ones who had more power and were able to be declared war on other. The leadership that King George had to show during the war was major even if he didn’t have much power. The whole nation was looking up to him and his family. They never fled the country for safety showing that they were not afraid and wanted to support the war effort as well.
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