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Critique on Charlie Brown 

You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown
[bookmark: _GoBack] The play You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown is about the classic Peanuts characters. The play’s main theme is found in the last song “Happiness.” The one line that encompasses the theme is “Happiness is anything and anyone that is loved by you” 
	The music has a big part in the theme. Not only the last song but also the other songs, as Charlie Brown is trying to talk to “the little red headed girl” he is always scared to. Another song that shows the theme of happiness is that when Sally is singing “My New Philosophy,” her singings about how she wants to follow all of these philosophies to help her feel better from the bad grades she has been getting. In the song “Schroder” Lucy sings about how she wants Schroder to play a song she likes because she likes him, she even states “did you know that it has been a dream of mine to marry someone who plays the piano” this shows that when he plays the piano it makes her happy. In the opening song “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” it opens the show and shows the theme that Charlie Brown just wants to fit in and be happy. The other characters of the show say that he is a good man but that he just needs to find what makes him happy. He finds this at the end of the show when the little red-headed girl drops her pencil. In “The Doctor is In” Lucy tells Charlie that because he is himself that is what is good about himself which makes himself feel better. The other diction of the play is another way to see what the theme is. When they are not singing you find what the other problems they are having and how they are reacting to it and how they are trying to find happiness. For example when Lucy is trying to find if she is “crabby” she learns that many of her classmates don’t really like her. However when she finds this out she tries to do things are nice. Another example is when Sally is getting bad grades. Leading up “My New Philosophy” you learn that she has been struggling with bad grades and sing her song helps her release her feeling about her bad grades.
	The actors did a good job in showing what the characters were going through in the play. When Charlie Brown was feeling depressed the actor playing Charlie Brown was able to show that his character was feeling that way. Sally was able to play the “annoying little sister” who doesn’t have much to worry about. By playing up the concept of childhood, Sally is able to show the audience how in childhood people are care free and the only thing they have to worry about is school. Most of the other characters show this as well. The only time any of the characters seem really stressed is in the song “Book Report” the rest of the show and songs are them worrying about things that only children have to worry about like flying a kite, having friends, or if your friends like you for who you are or just the fact that you are scare them into playing with you. 
	One thing that I didn’t like was the costumes. They didn’t feel very “Peanuts” Lucy’s in particular I didn’t like. The gingham that was in the dress made me think more of Dorothy than of Lucy. I think that Lucy’s dress needs to be a solid blue with the lace trim. This didn’t help convey the theme because many of the things are based on the “Peanuts” comic strip and TV specials. When the costumes don’t look enough like the drawn characters it is hard for me to see them as the cartoons and think of the struggles that is background knowledge. Another thing that distracted me was that Schroder had a ponytail. This is just one of the things that took away the idea of the “Peanuts” characters. 


